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That Never Sleeps” Vibrancy
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NYC: Contemporary Building Vibrancye
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NYC: Contemporary
Building Vibrancy?
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The Propo -_wr. reeways seporofe Th
‘n waterfront from the city. The hotel
VVancouver s stillthe dominant building in

fhe downtown core.

https://www.raisethehammer.org/article/1427/a_distant_mir
ror._40_years_of_urbanism_in_vancouver

Vaneouver Urban Renewal” That Wasn't

>»What made Vancouver different
from other highway blighted North
American citiese

> 'Urban renewal” was a term used in
the US where social problems/poverty
stemming from the abandonment of
the downtowns were “solved" by
pbulldozing entire neighbourhoods in
the 1950's- 80's.

»Canada always followed suit 20
years later. By the 1970's highway
proposal had strong community
opposition and voted in the TEAM
Vancouver Council where its support
and money petered out.
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5. Vancouver, Canada — The 5 qmo g Canada’'s densesi
most ethnically diverse citig 5.0f its population hovm cl
first language that is NoT % | 3 |
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http://uk.businessinsider.com/mercer-2017- quol y-of-living-worldwide-city-rankings-2017-3/#23-montreal-canada-this-city-is-one- of i
canadian-cities-that-made-the-overall- rcmklngs -the-french-speaking-city-has-established-itself-as-a-centre-of-commerce-finance- omdaf %
technology-1

Merée -Quality of Living Index 2017:Vancouver #5

Cityscape Design Inc.
Urban Design + Sustainable Development Planning + Public Process




-

f»;{;, 4
= 'Iﬁ%@ '3: :

hﬁps'//WWW'g‘r é&

w \;v
\\\\ \\)\“‘

ape Design Inc.

gn + Sustainab 2velopment Planning + Public Process



.
TS
" -

D . o B - -

2 ATt s gl 3

,-‘1--~""'M‘ﬁ‘?» e r Y S . i - .
=3 - A i ~

iy » o .-.naln. '.Jn g . T Sam e il Sl

: a.“‘] ) Y Bee [

RETET

Peél?rﬂdn "Onen’red Urban Design +

Sustainability

IncC.
ment Planning + Public Process

T a iy



badly” thaf lives in the North Amencon psyche, which appears to
show up at Public Hearings as fear.
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»Blue Bloods CBS programme,
the “ double patriarchal
([grandfaiher + Son-NYC Police
Chief) traditional family Sunday
dinner in a herifage, single
family house. The "good guys"
ive in single family.

Courtesy of CBS

rlell\AW/eleje) at Work: Density In Media

Courtesy of CBS

»>Blue Bloods CBS
programme, crime SCenes,
with "working girls”, very often
occur in a multi-family, steel
frame construction, higher
density housing from the
1920's (2) Higher density=
Crime.
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»>Vibrant streetscapes and walkable
communities are made up of a series
of incremental addifions.

»Successful new. consolidated
development sites  mimic  this
pedestrian oriented incrementalism
(top, Kits , Broadway, 15 years old [¢]

not from the streetcar era)
#@\>How many choices of shops &

= services are there to draw people to
the area? Top & bottom?

A Fron b =il >While the Apple Store, botftom, in
el e eolpw T | T S Portland Ore, is "sexy", the curtain wall
b i) glass has only one entry point for a
block long. If you don't need an
"Apple”, you won't be using this block.
Vibrancye

Bullding Edge Programming
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»Downtown Portland Ore. does not
appear to have the fine grained
shops and services at 25" intervals as
Vancouver does in former streetcar
suburbs.

»>While the bays appear to be 40'-50'
wide for more than half a block of
glass curtain wall (or other), the single
pub use, as interesting as it is, it limifs
the number of people that use the
shop and the activities/errands that
can be run in the area. It limits
vibrancy /use to certain times of the
day.

»>The chic picnic table craze is a great
way fo mitigate a set of given
architectural condifions.

Bullding Edge Programming
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»>Residential building edge
programming Is also very important,
especially when it comes to designing
housing and streetscapes to be self-
policing, otherwise known as "eyes on
the street” (Jane Jacobs).

»>Privacy is very important , esp. at
. grade. Good rule of thumb: 3 risers
sn-";;\lminimum on stairs, fo create visudl
S privacy. Residents' heads and dinner
table are going fo be above the
heads and eye level of pedestrians.

»Layer the patio edge- this example-
ground plantings, concrete container,
then shrubs. Only semi-private patio-
Nno one can hide to jJump the resident.

Buillding Edge Programming
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Sdestrian , "friendly
Stscape in Olymp|c Vllloge
/r couyer. | -

'ﬂnle Preven’rlon
' onmen’rol De5|gn)
out” de5|gn|ng visual
‘? <-§15rc:h|’rec:’ruroI»~
: "'fcake ou’r -any
crlmlno]”from doing =+
us m@s .

f_&‘ !nr @]
>DeS|gn |’r such that iTappears
that anyone at any time could
pop their head out'to call the
police- hence the term "eyes
on fhe street".

|Id|ng Edge Programmmg
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>Portland Ore., new. construction . Residential right at grade on the street.
NoNransifion between private and public space.

»Notein e Jlmds are drawn. Clear that the residents are uncomfortable with
fhe lack ofprive Cy. It is difficult to live without any source of natural sunlight.
Sign on the e door- "Private Residence".

>Ihe architeciural form & fypology should make that clear. This residential
stfreetscape Is quite commercial looking.

Buillding Edge Programming
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Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

m——— PUBlIEc Space Is somewhere you could dress
- funny, say what you like and stand/sit where you

= Any public property, though sometimes

difficult to tell
Whielf eire ine clussioinelidels »>'Loitering”, aka, people watching, is highly
fhaf ihisis o public or privars encouraged in pedestrian oriented streetscapes

joeles?
Vancouver, BC
G. Venczel

while vagrancy isn't. It is a fine line.

»>In a democracy, the quality of the public space
IS offen a barometer of the robustness of the
negoftiated dialogue between citizens and those

that govern them.
Cityscape Design Inc.
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Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

>Semi-Public Space Is a tricky one as it is
sometimes inferchangeable with Semi-Private
Space, depending on the context.

>n residential and multi-family contexts, the
aciual property line is usually a good indication
that itis a Semi-Private Space where you could
go after a Frisbee, if need be, without problems
pbut not stay. Or you could stay but you heed an
invitation.

> How comfortable would you be asking for
directions from someone gardening in their
single family front yarde If they were sitting on
their front porche

Molehill, Vancouver
Photos: G. Venczel
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Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

> Semi-Public in the commercial context means that
you do not need an invitation to use the space.
deed, the business would suffer if it operated by
invite only.

> You do not need an invitation to browse the goods
at the hardware store from the Public Space
sidewalk. You do not need to buy anything. You can
go inside the store and not need to buy anything.

»>While browsing the goods, you are still in the Public
Space on the sidewalk and you could be still funny
looking and say what you want as long as it is law
~abiding.

st Four’rh Ave, ch'ouver

. Venczel

»Is the inside of the store Semi-Privatee Do your
gualifications to parfake changee Do you need an
IAvitatione Can you dress funnye Can you say what

VOU wWante [T is on private property.
Cityscape Design Inc.
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Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

> A Semi-Public Space in a commercial context
can be defined as it being open to the public, no
need for an invite.

e inside, there are restrictions, however,

relate o the success of the business and the

"7 responsibilities that go along with being the

Y . | .

» lamii=  business/land owner regarding safety and ofther

= liability issues: ThesSemi in Semi-Public is the
~quadlifier . It is the necessary conditions for the

business to operate.

>Is it a reasonaple definition of Semi-Public by
deftermining who the anficipated “users"” are,
namely, the public who do not need an invite but
With conditionse
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BASICS Qf. Public; Spdce

>The Semi-Public café and other similar venues
have become the vaunted "Third Place" or the
ublic Living Room", both inside and ourt.

having o e offices.

>The Buddha-Full Café is a great example of the
public realm design that accommodates a
‘public living room" on the streetscape.

»>What design elements allows for flexibility of uses
10 accommodate an outdoor cafe, green grocer
etc. that adds vilbrancy to the streetscape¢ (hint:

fhink sidewalk + storefront)
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Bassics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

>A Semi-Privale Space can be defined as a space
Wwhere you need an invite to stay. It is not completely
Ridden from view from the Public Space and it is not
INAOOrS.

>The balcony is Semi-Private, as well as the ground
floor patio.

>What are theVistalicues that the residents of this
converted single familyzhouse feel comfortable
enough to use their Semi-Private Spacese

>|s there enough of a fransifion between the Public
SPACES to the Semi-Private so that the residents don't
ieel that they are on display?

> IS there a cultural difference between suburban
expeciations in levels of privacy and city levels of

Privacye
Cityscape Design Inc.

Urbon Design + Sustainapble Development Planning + Public Process



Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi- Prlvo’re, Semi-Public, Public

» Private Space, as you can guess, often offers
complete privacy from the public and Public
RE@m.

1S the inside of a home, where you need an
explicitinvitation.

=0 | Retail= > A privaie club, as well as other similar settings, is
i Ve just that, a private venue through invitation only.
’ﬂ'l .l {«Private X ' .
~ Space »>There generally is no functional use for a Private

Space in a retail context. There may be a broom
closet and a back office, but even with an
invitation, the business owners will not derive
Office= added value by inviting the public to the broom

=8 Private closet.
H _Spoce

»There is, however, Private Space in an office-like

commercial sefting. Invite only.
Cityscape Design Inc.
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Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

- >lsthere a Semi-Public Space in
residential/multi-family housing?

»>|s there a Semi-Private Space in
.. retail shops?

=4
k¥ o X "
ek P

. ' >No to both. Can you provide an
\ulti-Family Housing, Burnaby educafted guess as fo whye
1oto: G. Venczel

>Doees It have to do with who the
farger audience or ‘'users’ aree
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Bassics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

»ldentify the public, semi-public, semi-
private and private spaces for the West
End Apartment.

> What visual cues are you picking up
@5 fo how that space is usede

l@eniify the public, semi-public, semi-
prvaierand private spaces for the
pack paio for the Garden Aparfments

Garden .
Apartments/ INn North Vancouvere
Townhouse ,
North >What visual cues are you picking up
Vancouver

as to how that space is usede

Photo: G. Venczel
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Basics of Public Space

Private, Semi-Private, Semi-Public, Public

»Why are quality Public Realm Spaces so
important to city life and vibrancy?¢

e
/M

; }
(] l’

oredom Is public enemy #1 for walkable
bourhoods. Who's going to walk where
othing to see?

Skyirain Station area has a fairly
underwhelming public realm. The Manhattan
outdoor dining room in the street has a vibrant
public realm.

> What are the streetscape design differences
petween Holdom Skytrain area public realm and
that of the street dining room in Manhattane

Holden Skytrain Station area,
Burnaby

Photo: G. Venczel
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